72                           THE ANCIENT  WORLD
Khattusil affirmed this treaty after several years
with the marriage of his daughter to Rameses and he
took the princess himself to distant Egypt. Rameses
recompensed it by doing him and his nobles great
honour and by sending one his most venerated deities,
Khonsu of Thebes, to the Hittite court. The god
was later sent back to Thebes with numerous precious
gifts. Khattusil died a very old man and was succeeded
by his son Dudhalia about 1255 B. c.
Not much is known either about him or about
his son and successor Arnuanda III except that his
mother, the widow of Khattusil, Pudukhipa, was very
powerful and held supreme power during her son's
early years. She was mentioned in the documents
with Dudhalia as co-regent. Rameses also address-
ed a personal letter to her. This shows the honour
in which the queen and queen-mother were held and
the important role which they played in the Hittite
state. Tawashi, Dudhalia's queen and Arnuanda's
mother, is likewise mentioned in the records and so
also Muni-Dan, 'the Great Queen' of Arnuanda, who
was at the same time his sister. Perhaps this custom
of marrying sister came to be imitated following the
friendship with the pharaohs in the usage of Egypt.
Arnuanda was perhaps the last powerful ruler of
the Hittite line. The fortunes of the Hittites were on
the decline while those of the Assyrians were on the
ascendant. The Anatolian rulers were not strong
enough to protect their eastern possessions and
not a finger was raised when the Assyrian monarch
Shalmaneser insolently marched into Syria or when,
during Dudhalia's time, his son Tukulti-Enurta ravaged
the eastern provinces or tributary kingdoms of the
Hittites. Truly the Hittite sun had set.
5,   ASSYRIA AND BABYLONIA
;,Although Naharin and  Mitanni 1 formed part  of
tlie; Hittite empire the Khatti kings never attempted